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Laboratory Bulletins Available to Canning Plant Superintendents. 


Should members so desire, the National Canners Association will b 
be glad to furnish superintendents of canning plants with Jaboratory bulletins. 
These bulletins of course now go to members direct, but the further service is of- 
fered of placing the names of the superintendents of plants on the mailing list for 
these technical publications. 


It is realized that they are of interest both in the home office 
and the plants. So that the bulletin may not be filed in the former place to the 
exclusion of the latter, the above offer is made, inasmuch as the Association is 
desirous of making this information thoroughly available. 


Wisconsin Modifies Labeling Rules. 


Several changes in the regulation for labeling canned peas, ef- 
fective on June 1, 1924, have been announced by the Wisconsin Department of Markets. 
Under the new ruling, unlabeled cans sold to jobbers may be labeled after they have 
reached interstate destinations, without conforming to the Wisconsin requirements. 
The designation “mixed sizes", together with a statement of the sizes mixed, is pre- 
scribed for peas which have been graded as to size and the sizes subsequently mixed, 
provided that the can conteins not less than 20 per cent. of any one size. "Sizes 
5 and 6" is allowed as e classification for "sugar" or “sweet variety" peas where 
the can contains these two sizes. The label of a can containing peas which have not 
been graded for size must be marked "ungraded for size" or “pod run", provided that, 


if certain sizes have been removed, the label shall read “ungraded for size" and 
state the sizes removed. 


Government Official Emphasizes Necessity for Stable Market. 


Assistant Attorney General Augustus T. Seymour, addressing the 
tional Association of Attorneys General at Minneapolis last week, reaffirmed the 
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determination of the Government to see that every possible legal protection is af- 
forded the American public. Mr. Seymour emphasized the necessity for closer co- 
operation between Federal and State law officers, denounced gambling on food com= 
modities, and insisted that this practice must be destroyed. 


"The market should be established ", Mr. Seymour said, “so that 
the producer may look forward with some assurance to marketing his crop, and the 
ultimate consumer should be able to buy without having speculators take a large 
profit by dealing in the commodity upon any Exchange before it reaches the consumer. 
The speculator thrives upon a fluctuating market. The producer needs a stable mar- 
ket in order to obtain a legitimate return when disposing of his crop, 


"A market without wide and frequent price fluctuations would 
greatly benefit both producers and consumers, but it ruins the business of the 
speculator. When those speculative transactions are so great as to dislocate the 
normal operation of the law of supply and demand, all the power behind both State 
and federal Governments must be used to destroy the instrumentalities of such a 
scheme. The capital employed by a speculator in food adds nothing to the produc- 
tion, transportation, preparation for use, or distribution of such food among the 
people generally. Such a speculation contributes nothing to legitimate enterprises, 
but substracts, and thus takes from the producer and consumer a part of his specu- 
lative profit. To make such Exchanges legitimate and useful enterprises those trans: 
actions must be eliminated which are fictitious and which reflect arbitrary and arti- 
ficial prices. The speculators who have no reel interest in or connection with the 
commodities dealt in must also be eliminated. Tha effect upon the price of a com- 
modity in the markets of the world of a price quotation which is based upon a few 
actual deliveries and which is affected by arbitrary and fictitious transactions is 
80 sinister and detrimental to the public welfere as to require Governmental inter- 
ference whenever evidence of manipulation is clear and convincing. The abuses 
which have existed upon these Exchanges have given rise to careful investigation in 
New York and several other States. Legitimate business suffers by the operation of 
gamblers in stocks and other commodities. The problem of correcting these abuses 
is continually recurring in different forms and opportunities for corrective meas- 
ures in the several States will from time to time become apparent." 


An Industry Worth Talking About. 


“On its face, an industry that turns out products bulking as 
those in our drawings on this page bulk, is worth talking about; on its face, such 
an industry is interesting and important, and there must be much to say about it 
that is worth saying and worth discussing. Before we try to say it, though, we 
Must define exactly what this industry is." 


So says the Scientific American, which devotes a double pge to 
an erticle about the canning industry, entitled "Stretching the Harvest Through the 
inter." A feature of the article is a remarkable illustration which shows the 
canned foods consumed in one year stacked alongside the great Woolworth tower, and 
the latter dwarfed in comparison. 


Canning Information for Michigan Physicians. 


Availing itself of an opportunity to address the physicians in 
Grand Rapids early in September, W.R.Roach and Company have secured two pages of 
dvertising in the official program. The copy, however, is strictly non~commercial 
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in character, and generally advises physicians regerding canned food in its relation 
to public health. It will say that every food manufacturing industry should feel a 
moral obligation to assist in maintaining high general standards through the use of 
mamfacturing methods which make their food safe for the public. Also, that canners 
of the United States, under the leadership of the National Canners Association, have 
always recognized this fact, and through their Research Laboratory, maintained in 
Washington, D.C., and their coUperation with the various universities of the sountry, 
are preparing their products in such a way that the interests of public health are 
sefeguarded,. 


De4lares Commercially Canned Food Products Superior. 


In an article by Mrs. Elizabeth Stone MacDonald, Housekeeping 
Editor of the Modern Prissille, there are complimentary references to commercially 
canned foodse 


The writer says, in part: 


"As a general statement, it is true that the flavor of gocd 
ecmmercially canned food is better than the home-canned product, unless packed by 01 
experienced canner who gets her fruit or vegetables fresh from the garden and cans 
them at once. 


“There can be no question about the time saving. Leaving 
the financial side of the matter to be considered later, here is a tabulation cf the 
time it took us to prepare four typical foods and the time involved in getting them 
ready to serve from a commercially prepared can. 


Home-Made 
Soup . «+ « « « « « 20 minutes 
Salmon ¢ 18 minutes 
« © © © -105 minutes 
Fruit melange .. - 20 minutes 
“T56 minutes 


Commercially Canned 
Soup ....+.. «5 minutes 
Salmon minutes 
Peas + 6 minutes 
Fruit melange ... 5 minutes 
“SI minutes 


The total time saved by using commercially canned products was, 
erefore, one hundred and thirty-seven minutes, or two hours and a quarter." 


Abstracts of Canning Technology. 


With the issue of the first number of “Abstracts of Canning Tech- 
Mlogy, there comes the following announcement regarding the publication from the 
kesearch Laboratory of the National Canners Association: 


"The canning industry is fortunate in having several high grade 
rade papers which are generally supported in the industry. There are dozens of 
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other journals, which have no relation to the cenning industry but which occasional]: 
have articles bearing directly or indirectly on the general subject of canning tech- 
nology. pe 4 a small number of these journals is available to one persen, and if 
all were avgilable the task of reading them would be insuperable. 


“This matter has been discussed from time ts time by a group of 
chemists connected directly or indirectly with the canning industry. Something 
more than fifty chemists employed in the canning and can meking industries and in 
several Government and university laboratories have formed a plan of abstracting 
articles relating tte food technology which come to their attention. Nearly one 
hundred journals are read with this in view. 


"The abstracts are assembled and edited by the Research Labora- 
tory of the National Canners Association and will be published quarterly in the form 
of a journal under the name of ‘abstracts of Canning Technology. ' 


"The journal is not for general distribution. It is believed by 
the abstractors who are participating in the work that the wider knowledge of litera 
ture which each will receive as the result, will repay him for his own effort. The 
journal therefore will be mailed to all abstractors participating in the work and 

to all members of the National Canners Association. 


"It is expected that four numbers will be ise@aed each year and 
one of the most important features will be the subject and author index which will 
be published with the last number of each year. The first number has already been 
distributed to members. The abstracts in this number are very short, many of them 
giving only the title. In the succeeding numbers the abstracts will be longer." 


The special attention of the members is called to this first 
number, with the request that they give us their criticism, as we are exceedingly 
anxious to make these of real service to the industry. 


“But It Doesn't Mean Anything." 


So says Rube Goldberg, the famous newspaper cartoenist, depict- 
ing a man who had the finest vegetable garden in his neighborhood. He spent two 
thousand dollars on it, and it took most of his spare time. The only things:he was 
able to raise were a turnip and two onions. 


"It sounds healthy and economical when you raise your own veget- 
ables", says the man, as Goldberg shows him entering a grocery store to buy some 
canned foods. 
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Supplement. 


N-C.A- SECURES EMPHATIC DENIAL THAT CANNED FO@S CAUSED 
PRESIDENT HARDING'S ILLNESS. 


Through the efforts of the National Canners Association a 


statement has been secured from Dre C.E.Sawyer, the Presidont's physician, and 
concurred in by DreC.M.Cooper, consulting di agnostician,that President Harding's 
illness was not caused by canned foods. 


Members of the Associetion will appreciate the delicacy in- 


volved. The usial prompt services of the Association could not be used in this 


case, involving as it did the chief executive of the nation. Other avenues of 


approach were necessary. Any hasty attempt to dispel the widely circulated 


rumors so seriously reflecting upon canned foods would have been misunderstood, 


as our letter to Doctor Sawyer indicates. 


However, it is gratifying to the Association now to be able 


to present such an emphatic denial. Accordingly, the attached statement of the 


case has been prepared and will be given to the Associated Press and the news- 
papers of the country for release Saturday morning, September lst. 
Members may assist materially in securing additional publi- 
city by handing this press release to the editors of their local papers. 
We will appreciate clippings of any publicity obtained in 


this manner, 
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PRESIDENT HARDING'S ILLNESS NOT DUE TO CANNED FOODS 


Dr. C.E.Sawyer, President Harding's personal physician, re- 
appointed by President Coolidge, has made a statement in a letter to Frank E. 

Gorrell, Secretary of the National Canners Association, that President Harding's 
primary, illness was not caused by eating canned focds. 


When Mr. Harding wes first taken ill, there were rumors blam- 
ing canned foods, which caused considerable comment. Latex reports did not con- 
firm these original rumors, but Doctor Sawyer's statement seto at rest any 

lingering doubt. 


This was concurred in by Dr. C.M.Cooper, consulting diagnosti- 
cian, who was called in by Doctor Sawyer immediately upon the arrival of the 
Presidential party at San Francisco. 


Mr. Gorrell's enquiry read, in part, as follows: 


"The people of the United States in general and the canning 
industry in particular were very much shocked with the published reports that 
the late President Harding had been made ill from eating canned foods, and it 
was also stated that other members of the Presidential party on the HENDERSON 
had been made ill. 


"It has been the custom of the National Canners Association 
for the past fourteen years to investigate every illness attributed in any way 
to canned foods. This custom would have been followed in the President's case 
except that his more serious illness and untimely death came as a shock to the 
country and the whole world. 


"The reaction from this report has created serious concern 
in the canning industry because it has during the past fourteen years spent 
enormous sums Of money in scientific research for the betterment of its product. 
Not only has this research been conducted at its technological laboratories here 
in Washington, but grants have been made to Harvard University, the University 
of California, Leland Stanford, and the University of Chicago for similar pur- 
poses. These grants have been expended under the direction of able scientific 
men of international reputation. It is easily apparent that the National 
Canners Association, which has financed this research, is exceedingly concerned 
about the reports of the late President's illness. 


"It is also our deep concern in this particular case to as- 
certain the actual facts as to whether or not in your opinion as the President's 
personal physician, his primary illness was caused from eating canned foods, sa 
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as to definitely dispel the rumors, Undoubtedly a clear, succinct statement 
from you would put to rest all of these rumors end end for ali time any further 
discussion of the subject." 


Doctor Sawyer's reply was: 


“Answering your letter of August twenty-fourth, in which you 
say you wish ‘to ascertain the actual facts es to whether or not in your opinion 
as the President's personal physician, his primary illness was cause from eat~- 
ing canned foods’. 


"My answer is that President Harding's primary illness was 
not due to eating canned foods." 


Doctor Cooper concurred with Doctor Sawyer as follows: 
"I am in entire agreement with the opinion expressed by 


Doctor Sawyer and consider thet President Harding's illness was in no way due 
to his having eaten of canned food." 
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